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The FRC has over 11 years demonstrated again and again the great
power of:e%mééanwm responsibility ﬁ)r ﬁwmém to be supported,
to take control oftha&r lives. The dedication and work ofth& ERC

is the highest expression ofseg‘—datarmmdom that I have seenin
Australia and, ombe/méﬁfm}/ own people; T am so very jmt@%éﬁ)r
the work tft—/w ERC and the scores of lives MW&WLWM
and saved.

At the heart oftk& ERC ave the courageouns Local Commissioners
ofAMu/cmv, Coen, Doomu@w, Hope Vale and Mossman Gorge; who work o tzlrel%'él and with
great loveto motivate and support their people to take up and W&th@ér mo:tﬁmdmwota&
responsibilities to themselves and to their famdilies. Their carriage of this great power and, love
never sleeps and never rests and the Commissioners have been resolute and, steadfast in their
dedicationto servetheir people.

The ongoing uncertainty over the future of the Queenstand Government’s support for the FRC and
its core principles is incredibly disappointing and must end. The current lack of support for the
ERC by the Queensland Government is a defining moment for its future.
The ERC was at the outset, and remains today, a cutting-edge innovation. It stands alone
merow'do'nﬁ amodel of/uﬁ/bé/ Wﬂ&ted Income Management, wéf/mufhoro’ty /for Income
Management decisions vesting i Local Commissioners, not with the State. Income Management
is the primary tool used to great effect by Local Commissioners as an instrument of support rather
The FRC and the Australian Government ave clearly focussed on making the FRC the strongest
and most effective vehicle of Indigenous agency, authority and responsibility that it can possibly
be. This means by necessity that the FRC must be supported in its endeavours to expand to those
communities t/mthm/va/fked/ﬁw the FRC’ support and to continume to build on the hard-won
gains of the past 11 years. An expanded FRC has great opportunity to continue to build up the
effectiveness zft/w FRC model of Income Management, withan &xpmdwéamwmy of services for
families to get the support that they needto build their capabilities and take reponsibility.
I'thank former Deputy Commissioner Rod, Curtin for his service to our people, MWWQ/ /for
the work that he has done to help the Doomadgee Local Commissioners to establish thein FRC over
the last five years.
Finally, I would, like to pay tribute to the absolute dedication ofﬁ)maa’om Comumissioner David
Glasgow: I canthink of no finer measure of his service thanthe deep and abiding esteem he is held
n [z/v the Local Commisstoners. Thank yous David.

Noel Pearson
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